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What is Sakai

• Collaboration Environment for 
Education

• Open Source, built by Educators for 
Educators

• One of a community of Open Source 
projects. (Kuali, Vivo, Zotero)

• Sakai Open Academic Environment is 
the second generation of the product.



Academic Networks

• Enriched 
relationships

• Alternative 
motivation

• Interdisciplinary 
Inter-institutional 

Students

Administration

Teachers Researchers



Vivoweb

• Open Source, semantic web app, for 
discovery of research and scholarship

• Linked Data, Interdisciplinary, Coss-
institutional



Profiles

• Community Source, developed 
@Harvard

• Enhanced Metadata, 
Visualizations



Sakai OAE

• An environment for collaboration in 
education and research

• Fostering and encouraging 
connections





Encouraging 
Connections
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Data Gathering
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Improving Experience

User 
Activity

Event 
Records

Offline 
Analysis

Enhanced 
Data



Architecture
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Academic Apps

Sakai Apps Framework

Publications
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Colleagues

Collaboration

Sharing

Activity Data
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Gadgets and Open Social

Sakai Apps Framework

Activity Data
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Why Not 100% Gadgets ?

• User Experience

• iFrames, Accessibly, Usability

• Why not Caja ? 

• 100% Client side, no spare browser 
perf

• Non iframe Gadgets, possibly, but hard



Why Gadgets at all ?

Camtools

University of 
Cambridge Library

Central IT

Rare 
Manuscript 

Gadget



Questions ?


